The  Contest of Ideals

all the allied powers. The future, if Germany is defeated,
will see no more partitions of Poland, and is not likely to
behold serious attempts to Russify the Finns or to French-
ify or Anglicise any nation whatosever. If Germany were
to become the overcrowd of Europe, persistent attempts
would be made to Teutonise us all; but if the Allies are
finally victorious, the nations will never again be subjected
to any the like peril. One great factor in the ideal of the
Allies may therefore be named the ideal of National
Diversity.

National diversity, being the natural line of human
crowd development, can be prevented only by dire com-
pulsion. It follows that he who would encourage the
diversity of nations must necessarily be opposed to the
compulsion of crowds by the imposed force of an over-
crowd. This consideration brings us nearer to the heart
of our ideal. Is it not really overcrowd compulsion
that we are combating? Is it not, therefore, volun-
tary imperial organisation towards which we are uncon-
sciously aiming? Great Britain has discovered that the
strength of the Empire depends upon the willingness of
all its parts to belong together. The German imperial
ideal is the very opposite of that. She would form a
world-empire by force, she would organise it by force,
she would direct it by a single will to a single end. The
ideal of the Allies can but be the opposite of that.
Whether they know it or not, they are endeavouring to
overthrow that ideal and substitute the opposite. It is
voluntary as contrasted with compulsory overcrowdship
that are at grips, and whichever wins will become the
type of world-organisation in the epoch that is opening.
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